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Dear Mr. Caton:

In accordance with Section 1.200 et seqg. of the Commission’s
rules, Liberty Cable Company {("Liberty"), by its attorneys, hereby
submits the two attached newspaper articles dated February 3, 1995,
and February 9, 1995, as further evidence to rebut the claim that
the problem of accessing inside wiring in MDUs is exclusively a
"New York issue". The attached articles illustrate the natiocnal
scope of this matter by highlighting the home wiring difficulties
which an MVPD in Nevada is facing in its efforts to compete against
an entrenched cable monopolist. If the Commission fails to amend
its existing cable inside wiring rules in the MDU context, the
problems discussed in the articles and raised by Liberty in its
filings in this proceeding will continue to occur throughout the
country and nascent competition will be stillborn.

Sincerely,

MMW

Counsel for Liberty Cable
Company, Inc.
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— have a2 choice,'” said James Ross,
derasysiem if compein0on. RV cral man

]

TCI QuadraVlslon ﬁght over eqmpment

QuadraVision officials coniend
the cable connectling to residential
tclevision seis a3 apariments and

I Apartments:

- other multi-hoasing developments
DlSp\“e centers on bclo»gs to Ihe owner of (e proper-
Wh() OwIs cables So lo remain compctitive,
attached to lrhcy ve bheea scckmg approval

MV Tom owners and managesrs Lo gain
b_‘"ld"‘gs- access to Lhe propeny - and
e therefore 1o (he cable. Although

- QuadraVision (ransuils s signal

By T'wn Anderson to rool anlennas, il also nceds a ¢3-
cazmwounnu, ble.

. : “TC! doesn’t want 10 cooperaie

Top executives for TCI Cablevi-  With us anymorc, so we've beca

forced 10 take this approach. We

sion of Nevada and its smatler 1i-
firmly believe that people should

val. QuadraVisioa, agrce the cable

COMPARING

TV SERVICE

B TCI Cablovision: Scrves
60,000 ol the essmated 110,000
households in Reno/S pasrks and
Carson City. Sesvice is delivered
through cables toindividual
houses.

B QuadraVialen: Serves

abou! 10,000 households inthe -

Reno-Carson City aea. Service
is delvered acable
cormected o s 12- 10 18-nch
IMACIOWavE aNeNa.

“We've bought, instaitcd and
maintaincd the cable and now they
think they can piggyhack onto our
mvestmeat.”

She said TCI has agreements
with ncarly all of the apariment
complexes in the sepion that allow
the company 10 install and mamn-
tain the cable.

And owncrship is cleany o ihe
hands ot TCI, Vannest said, notiog
that copics of agreements have
becn sent to QuadraVision.

But Ross said he has yor 1o see
conclusive prool of ownershwp.

Ross sand QuadraVision — serv-
ing abow 10,000 Reno-Carson
Cily subscriders — previously was
able to work with TCL.

Ross said the owners and mn-
ag:rs of apartment units are given
“hold harmiess” agrccment in
casc of kegal repercussions.
Then. technicians cut ofl a lock
on the cable box for acuess Lo 1he
tme — which QuadraVision offi-

But they differ sharply on wha -
mal mesns.

“We welcome Lheir competition.
Bul (hey want ta Lap into our cable
for nothing — and that's nol  faic
way (0 go,  saxd LaFawn Vannest,
I Cl general managet.

cials say docsa™t affes s she TCH sig-
nal. A duphcm: key iv. o new lock
Sn the box is sent (0 TC) the same
ay.
“What hey're doing 1s incredy-
lous. They want somcthing for
nothing.” Vannest of TCl said.

aggressnely advcmse thal things
bogan fu change,” Ross said. He
saud a wmulual agrecaent among
techawians of the two compunics
eroded lalc last wear 0 a poini
where 1O wouldn'L show up at ap-
poinlcd lunes,
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&' QiladraVision,' TCI battle over apartment cable access

BY KRISTIN STOREY
K Tribupe saft-
The cable Lelevision war is
heatibg up in the Truckee
Meado

G,
QuadraVision, a local cable
ision provider, says
deapite laws grotecting 8 com-
petitive marketplace, TCl
Cablevision of Nevada is pre-
venting competition by small-
ex cabls opevators. }

QuadraVision began pro-
viding a wireless cable system
in 1990. But the small compa-
oy cannot gurvive entirely
without cables and began
seeking access to established
cables in Jocal homes and
apertmeot complexes.

The small company had no
trouble gaining cable access at
boused, according to General
: lhn*er James Ross, but it's

8 different story at apart-
ments.

At bouses, the cables are
owned by the homeowners,
TCl and QuadraVision repre-
scantatives agree. But cable
ownemlup at the apartments

is in question, Ross says
apartment complexes owmners
have control over the cables in
the building. LaFawn
Vaonest, gencral manager of
TCl, says her company owns
the cables.
Vanneat estimated her
y has en sgreement
wlth 98 percent of the apari-
ment complexes in Sparka

wstall snd maintain  the
eables on the complex proper-
ty while maintaining owner-
ship of the cable. She says
QuadraVision bas been essen-
tially steating TC] property.

“We welcome competition,
we just won't give our equip-
ment for them to do it~
Vannest gaid.

TCI uses a cable transmis-
sion lo each subscriber while
QuedraVigsion transmits ils
television signal to an anten-
na on the rvof of the sub-
scriber and uses cables, like
the anes used by its competi-
tors, to direct the signals to
the televisions.

In QuadraVision’s early

days, the tw¢ companies
worked together. Often
nstallers (rom the two compa-
nies would agree to meet and
TCI employees wauld open
the boxes needed for access to
the cables. Ross said his com-
pany began to caruplain about
that practice when bis
employees had to wait for the
TCI installers to arrive.

ny started expanding it»
advertising TCI stopped being
cooperative. Vannest said it
was employees, not TCt man-
agement, who were cooperst-
ing with the QuadraVision
emplayces She says it wasn't
until Ross complained that
TC! managers knew about
QuadraVision'’s access to their
equipment. She stopped the
practice only because it was
wrong, she said.

With the disagreement
over who owns the cables,
Ross has been seeking
approval (rom apartment
owners to access cable boxes
by cutting locks. The lock is
replaced with a copy of the

new key immediately sent to
TCI, Ross said.

“We bad to either forgo
business or gain access for
ourselves,” Roas said.

Vannest maintains TCI
owns the cables and should
not have to subeidize the
other company. She says cable
ownership will have to settled
in the courts.

can be avoided.

“It would not be to our
advantage to go to court,”
Ross said. “They have greater
resources and could tie it up
much longer than we could
afford "

In the meantime, Ross is
reaching out to elected offy-
cials and the public hoping
TCH will be forced to come to a
compromise. There is little
chance that his company,
which only serves about one-
tenth the amount of TCI's cus-
tomer hase of 60,000, wil} ever
be a major competitor, Rosa
admits.

“b just thiak people should
have a choice,” he said.
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